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Not nearG A-/?ugh money was availabic to meet the urgent need for researcn, 
resource pLarning, and most of all--cocrdinated action. 

The nee$zi was crucial for an immediate, deliberate and energetic program if 
tile depletion of wildlife was to be arrested and our reserves rehabilitated. As 
in all crises --when men find the bonus of comrmn purpose, a solution can be fould. 
In this case, those represented by you here tonight produced the Pittman- 
Robertson Act. 

This Act established the much-needed funds. lt did something even more 
important. It gave the country a program. ng premise of this effort 
was t% 'essence of sportsmanship--that the b @ of a tax should be 
those.Who pay the bulk.pf .it: In t&s case, the ur&iase ammunition and 
tirearms contribute li#M.?~~t of th&'!~x@aetu' Ice toward restoration of 
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But even as we celebrate 25 years of daring achievement, we must, force C;U 
: :rds ahead, We must wonder what this gathering will be celebrating when it 
meets to review the Golden Anniversary of the Act. 

The day is gone, we dare now to hope, when extinction cf wildlife by mal- 
practice and disinterest is possible. But we dare Q& allow satisfaction with 
the past tc. onate apathy toward the future. The momentum of planning, f’oreaight. 
and &od jud&+nt --vital to the successes of the past--must be accelerated tc mee 
the ch@fleng& 3f’ the future. 
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But we in Il.‘er 1 )r are determined rat t3 !le mesnlerized by ye: * erda:: ‘s 
pr’yress. Our at.cen+,ian is focused on t~~morrow-- our resolve is centered ,n the 
fut,:ire- - Interior is in reality the Department (If the Future. 

This concern of man +,c preserve his place in the natural scheme cf things 
was recently characterized ty Secretary Wall as “a wholesome note of sanity in 
a troubl rj? world. ” Let us underscore this wholesome note with all the resources 
of a vital society, alert to its highest re..;ponsibility--the pass@ on ,3f a 
rolL?deri :ult.ural heritage to its young -people. 

ie +, ae close with this double message.. . First, a hearty congratulation tc, 
YOU --the pathfinders 
us t .( accelerate <xx 

of natural conservation--and second, a challenge to all. of 
effort--for this is, in*& ‘t&e, decade of decision. 
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